Ordinance No. E-RD-04-2 of April 2, 2024, on Guarantees of Origin for Energy from
Renewable Sources
Issued by the Minister of Energy, published in the State Gazette, issue No. 32 of April 9, 2024

Chapter One
General Provisions

Article 1.
This Ordinance regulates the conditions and procedures for the creation and maintenance of the
system for issuing Guarantees of Origin, including the following:

1. The creation and maintenance of a unified electronic register of Guarantees of Origin;

2. The issuance, transfer, and cancellation of Guarantees of Origin for electrical energy,
thermal energy, and cooling energy from renewable sources, biogas, and green hydrogen,
collectively referred to as "energy from renewable sources";

3. The recognition of Guarantees of Origin issued by competent authorities in other
countries;

4. The entry of Guarantees of Origin into the unified electronic register.

Article 2.

1. The activities related to the creation and maintenance of the system for issuing Guarantees
of Origin are carried out by the Sustainable Energy Development Agency, hereinafter
referred to as "the Agency."

2. The Agency creates and maintains a unified electronic register of Guarantees of Origin,
hereinafter referred to as "the Register."

3. The Register of Guarantees of Origin is a database managed by an information system
developed in accordance with the requirements of the Electronic Governance Act, and it
contains data on producers, including the name and location of the energy
facility/facilities of the producer, as well as data on the issued, transferred, and canceled
Guarantees of Origin. The Register also contains data on the Guarantees of Origin
recognized by the Agency, which were issued by a competent authority of another
country.

4. The Register allows the determination of the status of a Guarantee of Origin on a specific
date and the tracking of the transfer history of the Guarantee of Origin.

5. The Register is accessible through the portal for electronic services provided by the
Agency.

6. The Agency takes appropriate security measures to ensure that the processed and
transmitted data are not subject to unauthorized or accidental access and reproduction, and
it also ensures physical access only to duly authorized employees in accordance with their
functional duties.

7. The Agency stores the Register in a manner that guarantees the security of the
information contained within it and ensures the following:

1. Data entry is performed only by duly authorized employees;
2. Changes to the data for recorded and deleted circumstances are not possible.



Article 3.

1.

2.

The issuance, transfer, cancellation, and recognition of Guarantees of Origin are
conducted electronically through registration in the Register.

The activities related to the issuance, transfer, and cancellation of Guarantees of Origin
for energy from renewable sources are carried out by the Agency in accordance with the
CEN - EN 16325 standard.

Transfers of Guarantees of Origin are not considered in the context of statistical transfers,
joint projects, or joint support schemes as per Articles 14 — 16 of the Law on Energy from
Renewable Sources (LERS).

Article 4.

1.

A Guarantee of Origin is an electronic document that serves as proof to the end customer
(user — buyer for personal use) that a certain share or quantity of the energy supplied to
them was produced from renewable sources. This includes evidence that a certain share of
the energy or quantity of energy in the supplier’s overall energy mix, and in the energy
supplied to customers under contracts offered as including energy from renewable
sources, was produced from renewable sources.

The Guarantee of Origin is also used to determine the share of energy from renewable
sources in the total energy supplied by the supplier in the previous calendar year to energy
service users in accordance with Article 38b, paragraph 1, item 5 of the Energy Act (ZE).

Chapter Two
ISSUANCE OF GUARANTEES OF ORIGIN FOR ENERGY FROM RENEWABLE
SOURCES

Article 5.

1.

2.

3.

A Guarantee of Origin is issued to the producer for a standard quantity of energy
produced, amounting to 1 MWh.

The Guarantee of Origin is issued only once for the period of energy production, but no
later than 12 months after the end of the month in which the energy was produced.

A producer of energy from renewable sources, whose energy has been purchased under
Article 31, paragraph 5, item 1 of the Law on Energy from Renewable Sources (LERS), is
obligated to submit an application for the issuance of a Guarantee of Origin for this
energy.

A producer of energy from renewable sources who generates energy for self-consumption
may submit an application for the issuance of a Guarantee of Origin for the energy
produced for self-consumption, provided that a metering system or measurement tools are
in place, which meet the technical and metrological characteristics in accordance with the
Measurement Act and the relevant secondary legislation, as well as the Technical
Requirements for Products Act.

Article 6.



A Guarantee of Origin for the produced energy from renewable sources is issued based on
an application from the producer.

The application for the issuance of a Guarantee of Origin for the produced energy may
cover one or more calendar months.

The application is submitted to the Agency after the end of the calendar month or period
in which the energy was produced, no later than:

1. Ten calendar months after the end of the period during which the energy from
renewable sources was produced from energy facilities with a total installed
capacity of up to 30 kW inclusive;

2. One calendar month after the end of the period during which the energy from
renewable sources was produced from facilities other than those specified in item
1.

An application is not submitted when the produced energy from renewable sources is less
than the amount required for the issuance of a Guarantee of Origin. This amount of
energy from renewable sources is added to the energy produced during the first
subsequent calendar month of production and is indicated in the application under
paragraph 1 as produced in the month when production reaches 1 MWh of energy from
renewable sources.

When the amount of energy from renewable sources declared as produced exceeds the
amount for which a Guarantee of Origin can be issued, the remainder is automatically
added by the Agency to the energy from renewable sources produced during the first
subsequent calendar month or production period.

The application for the issuance of a Guarantee of Origin follows a template approved by
the Executive Director of the Agency.

Article 7.

(1) Applications for the issuance of Guarantees of Origin shall be submitted electronically under
the conditions and procedures of the Electronic Document and Electronic Certification Services
Act or on paper.

(2) The application for the issuance of Guarantees of Origin shall contain:

1.

2.

The full name and personal identification number (PIN/FPN) for individuals, and the
company name and BULSTAT/UIC code for legal entities and sole traders;

The location and name of the energy facility and the unique identification number of the
energy facility as per the commercial measurement protocol or measurement data from
the measuring system or technical measuring instruments when the energy is for self-
consumption;

The period during which the energy from renewable sources was produced for which the
Guarantee of Origin is requested;

The quantity of electrical energy, thermal energy, and cooling energy from renewable
sources, biogas, and green hydrogen in MWh, for which Guarantees of Origin are
requested, as per the commercial measurement protocol of the measuring system or
technical measuring instruments.

(3) The following shall be attached to the application:



1. Bilaterally signed commercial measurement protocols issued by the operator of the
electricity distribution or transmission network, the operator of the heat transmission
network, or the operator of the gas transmission or distribution network to which the
energy facility is connected;

2. Documents certifying that the produced quantities of green hydrogen meet the definition
in § 1, item 24d of the additional provisions of the Energy Act (EA);

3. Proof of payment of the fee, determined by the tariff under Article 75, paragraph 1 of the
Energy Efficiency Act (EEA).

(4) When the submitted application for the issuance of a Guarantee of Origin is for the quantity of
energy from renewable sources used for self-consumption, the producer shall submit
measurement data from the measuring system or technical measuring instruments for the period
specified in Article 6, paragraph 3, items 1 or 2 along with the application.

Article 8.
The submitted applications and their attachments shall be checked for compliance with the
requirements of Article 7 within 10 days of their submission.

Article 9.

(1) If it is established that the application or an attachment to it does not meet the requirements, a
request for correction of the deficiencies shall be sent to the applicant within 14 days of receipt.
(2) If the deficiencies are not corrected within the period specified in paragraph 1, the Executive
Director of the Agency shall issue an order refusing the issuance of the Guarantees of Origin for
the relevant application.

(3) The refusal order may be appealed under the Administrative Procedure Code within 14 days
of its notification to the interested party.

Article 10.

(1) When the submitted application for the issuance of Guarantees of Origin meets the
requirements of this regulation, the Executive Director of the Agency shall issue an order and the
Guarantees shall be issued by registration in the Register within 14 days of the application’s
submission or after correction of deficiencies.

(2) The following information shall be recorded in the Register for each Guarantee of Origin for
energy from renewable sources:

1. The data under Article 7, paragraph 2, item 1 for the producer and the identification
number of the energy facility;

2. The renewable source used for energy production;

The start and end date of energy production from renewable sources;

The type of energy produced from renewable sources: electrical energy, thermal energy,

cooling energy from renewable sources, biogas, or green hydrogen;

The name, location, type, and total installed capacity of the energy facility;

The date of commissioning of the energy facility;

The date and place of issuance of the Guarantee;

The unique identification number of the Guarantee;

The validity period of the Guarantee;

0 The support scheme used — operational and/or investment aid
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Chapter Three: Transfer of Guarantees of Origin for Energy from Renewable Sources

Article 11.

(1) A Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources may be transferred independently
of the energy from renewable sources for which it was issued, but only once to an end customer.
(2) The issued Guarantee of Origin for electrical energy from renewable sources for the amount
of purchased electrical energy at preferential prices shall be transferred by the producer to the
public supplier or, accordingly, to the end supplier.

(3) The issued Guarantee of Origin for electrical energy from renewable sources for the amount
of electrical energy for which premiums are provided shall be transferred to the Security of the
Electricity System Fund.

(4) The Security of the Electricity System Fund shall transfer to an electricity trader, producer,
operator of an organized electricity market, supplier of last resort, or end supplier, who concludes
transactions with end customers connected to the electricity system, the Guarantees of Origin for
the corresponding month proportionally to the amount of funds from the price and/or price
component under Article 30, paragraph 1, item 17 of the Energy Act due by the respective person
for the same month.

(5) Apart from the cases under paragraphs 2, 3, and 4, Guarantees of Origin for energy from
renewable sources may be transferred to:

1. A buyer under a contract for the purchase and sale of energy from renewable sources;
2. A buyer under a contract for the purchase and sale of Guarantees of Origin;
3. By agreement for the transfer of Guarantees of Origin.
(6) The Guarantees under paragraph 5 may be transferred to the register of another
Member State or to an end customer in another Member State.

Article 12.

(1) The transfer of a Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources may be requested in
the application under Article 7 or after the issuance of the Guarantee of Origin within its validity
period, but no later than 21 days before the final date of validity of the Guarantee of Origin.

(2) The application for the transfer of a Guarantee of Origin shall be in the form approved by the
Executive Director of the Agency.

Article 13.

(1) The application for the transfer of a Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources
shall be submitted by the holder of the Guarantee of Origin.

(2) The application for the transfer of a Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources
shall be submitted electronically under the conditions and procedures of the Electronic Document
and Electronic Certification Services Act or on paper.

(3) The following shall be attached to the application for transfer:

1. A document certifying the transaction for the transfer of the Guarantee of Origin;
2. Proof of payment of the fee, determined by the tariff under Article 75, paragraph 1 of the
Energy Efficiency Act.

Article 14.
(1) If it is established that the application for the transfer of a Guarantee of Origin or an



attachment to it does not meet the requirements, a request for correction of the deficiencies shall
be sent to the applicant within 7 days of receipt.

(2) If the deficiencies are not corrected within the period specified in paragraph 1, the Executive
Director of the Agency shall issue an order refusing the transfer of the Guarantees of Origin for

the relevant application.

(3) The refusal order may be appealed under the Administrative Procedure Code within 14 days
of its notification to the interested party.

Article 15.

When the submitted application for the transfer of Guarantees of Origin meets the requirements
of this regulation, the Executive Director of the Agency shall issue an order and the Guarantee
shall be transferred by registration in the Register within 14 days of the submission of the
application or after the correction of deficiencies.

Chapter Four: Validity and Cancellation of Guarantees of Origin for Energy from
Renewable Sources

Article 16.
A Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources is valid for 12 months after the final
date of the period during which the renewable energy was produced.

Article 17.

(1) A Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources can only be used once and is
canceled after it has been used.

(2) A Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources is considered used when it has been
transferred to an end customer or when it has been used to demonstrate the share of renewable
energy in the overall energy composition of the energy supplier.

(3) A Guarantee of Origin that has not been transferred to an end customer by the expiration of
the period specified in Article 16 can be used by the supplier within 18 months from the final
date of the period during which the respective unit of renewable energy was produced to
demonstrate the share of renewable energy in its overall energy composition.

(4) For the purposes of Article 38b, paragraph 1, item 5 of the Energy Act, Guarantees of Origin
are canceled no later than 6 months after the final date of their validity.

(5) The quantity of renewable energy corresponding to Guarantees of Origin transferred to a third
party by the electricity supplier is deducted from the share of renewable energy in its energy
composition.

(6) Guarantees of Origin not used within 18 months after the final date of the period during which
the respective unit of renewable energy was produced are included in the calculation of the
residual energy mix of the Republic of Bulgaria.

(7) The application for cancellation of Guarantees of Origin must be in the form approved by the
Executive Director of the Agency.

Article 18.

(1) The Executive Director of the Agency cancels a Guarantee of Origin by order upon
submission of a corresponding application or upon establishing a reason for cancellation.

(2) Upon the transfer of Guarantees of Origin to an end customer, the Guarantees are considered
used and their cancellation is performed automatically.



(3) For the purposes of Article 38b, paragraph 1, item 5 of the Energy Act, the energy supplier
submits an application for cancellation within 18 months from the final date of the period during
which the respective unit of renewable energy was produced. A single application may request
the cancellation of multiple Guarantees of Origin according to an attached list. The application is
submitted electronically under the conditions and procedures of the Electronic Document and
Electronic Certification Services Act or on paper.

(4) When canceling a Guarantee of Origin that has been transferred to an end customer in another
Member State, and upon request for the issuance of a cancellation certificate, the Executive
Director of the Agency issues such a certificate together with the cancellation order.

Chapter Five: Recognition of Guarantees of Origin for Energy from Renewable Sources
Issued by Competent Authorities in Other Countries

Article 19.

(1) The Agency recognizes Guarantees of Origin for energy from renewable sources issued by
competent authorities in other Member States of the European Union.

(2) The Agency may refuse to recognize Guarantees of Origin issued by competent authorities in
other EU Member States if any of the requirements of Article 34, paragraph 1 of the Law on
Energy from Renewable Sources (LERS) are not met.

(3) The Agency for Sustainable Energy Development recognizes Guarantees of Origin issued by
a third country when the European Union has entered into an agreement with that third country
for the mutual recognition of Guarantees of Origin issued within the EU and from comparable
systems in that third country, and only in cases of direct import or export of energy.

Article 20.

(1) A person seeking recognition in the Republic of Bulgaria of a Guarantee of Origin for energy
from renewable sources, issued in another EU Member State or a third country, must submit an
application for recognition to the Agency.

(2) The Agency conducts an official verification of the facts in the case and may request
information from the relevant authority that issued the Guarantee of Origin, either by email or
through an official inquiry, to confirm the information.

(3) The Executive Director of the Agency issues an order for recognition or refusal of recognition
of the respective Guarantees of Origin within 14 days after the completion of the verification
under paragraph 2.

(4) Any refusal to recognize Guarantees of Origin must be justified.

(5) The order for refusal can be appealed in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Code
within 14 days of its notification to the interested party.

Article 21.

(1) The Executive Director of the Agency immediately notifies the Minister of Energy of any
finalized refusal to recognize Guarantees of Origin and provides additional information when
requested.

(2) The Minister of Energy informs the European Commission of any finalized refusal and the
reasons for it.

(3) Guarantees of Origin for energy from renewable sources issued by competent authorities in
other EU Member States or a third country are recognized if, following notification under



paragraph 7, the European Commission adopts a decision requiring these Guarantees of Origin to
be recognized.

Article 22.

The recognition of a Guarantee of Origin for energy from renewable sources, issued in another
EU Member State or a third country under Article 19, paragraph 3—member of the Association
of Issuing Bodies—is carried out by automatic registration in the Register following electronic
communication between the registries of the two countries according to a specified protocol.

Chapter Six: Unified Electronic Register

Article 23.

(1) Every producer of energy from renewable sources who applies for the issuance of Guarantees
of Origin must submit a request for the registration of the facility and the producer in the
Register.

(2) The registration request must be submitted upon the first application for the issuance of
Guarantees of Origin by the energy producer from renewable sources and should be attached to
the application for the issuance of Guarantees of Origin.

(3) The registration request must follow a template approved by the Executive Director of the
Agency and include:

1. Producer's details: full name and personal identification number (PIN/FPN) for
individuals, or company name and identification code (BULSTAT/UIC) for legal entities
and sole proprietors, along with the permanent address for individuals, or the headquarters
and management address for legal entities and sole proprietors;

2. Details of the representatives;

Contact details;

4. Name of the energy facility according to the protocol from the commercial metering

operator of the respective network to which the facility is connected;

Location of the energy facility;

6. Additional information about the energy facility, including details about its
construction/installation, the purpose of the energy from renewable sources (whether for
self-consumption or sale under agreements, partner trading, or direct power line sales);

7. Type of renewable source and production technology;

8. Installed capacity of the energy production facilities by type of produced energy, with
photovoltaic plants specifying the total module capacity in kWp and the total output
power of the inverters in kW;

9. Date of connection to the respective network;

10. Details of the unique identification number of the energy facility according to the protocol
from commercial metering;

11. Schemes of support used—operational and/or investment aid.
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(4) The registration request must be accompanied by:

1. The permit for use or the certificate of commissioning in accordance with the requirements
of the Spatial Planning Act or a declaration under Article 151, paragraph 10, second sentence
of the Spatial Planning Act;



2. A single-line diagram or a document indicating the location of the commercial metering
and/or technical metering equipment that complies with the requirements for commercial
metering devices. (5) In the event of changes to the data and circumstances under paragraph
3, the producer must notify the Agency within 7 days of the change.

Article 24.

(1) Persons to whom Guarantees of Origin are transferred must submit a request for registration
for the transfer of Guarantees of Origin, following a template approved by the Executive Director
of the Agency. The registration request must include:

1. Details of the person: full name and personal identification number (PIN/FPN) for
individuals, or company name and identification code (BULSTAT/UIC) for legal entities
and sole proprietors, along with the permanent address for individuals, or the headquarters
and management address for legal entities and sole proprietors;

2. Details of the representatives;

3. Contact details. (2) When the details under paragraph 1, item 1 are submitted by an
individual who is not a Bulgarian citizen or by a legal entity not registered in the Republic
of Bulgaria, documents proving the circumstances under paragraph 1 must be presented.
(3) In the event of changes to the declared data, the person under paragraph 1 must notify
the Agency within 7 days of the change.

Article 25.

(1) The Agency may carry out checks for compliance with the data, circumstances, and
documents submitted with the registration request, both through official verification and on-site
inspections.

(2) In carrying out the activities under paragraph 1, state authorities, energy enterprises, traders of
energy from renewable sources, and officials are required to provide the necessary assistance to
the Agency.

Article 26.

(1) The Agency registers and deletes entries in the Register based on submitted applications and
orders from the Executive Director of the Agency.

(2) Registrations and deletions in the Register must be completed within 5 working days from the
issuance of the respective order or the submission of a registration application.

(3) Registrations and deletions of circumstances are based on the data contained in the documents
submitted to the Agency or collected by it, the acts issued by the Executive Director of the
Agency, as well as based on an act of the court or a competent state body, sent officially or
submitted by an interested party.

(4) Errors and omissions made during registration or deletion, including discrepancies between
the data reflected in the application and the data in the attached documents, are corrected through
new registration or deletion.

(5) Deletions must be done in a way that allows for the tracking of all records.

Article 27.
Persons cannot be required to provide evidence for circumstances already registered in the
Register.



Additional Provisions

§ 1. The regulation implements the requirements of Directive 2009/28/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the promotion of the use of energy from
renewable sources and amending and subsequently repealing Directives 2001/77/EC and
2003/30/EC (OJ L 140/16 of 5 June 2009) and Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the promotion of the use of energy from
renewable sources (OJ L 328/82 of 21 December 2018).

§ 2. The provisions of this regulation that apply to member states of the European Union also
apply to the states that are parties to the Agreement on the European Economic Area.

Transitional and Final Provisions

§ 3. Regulation No RD-16-1117 of 2011 on the conditions and procedure for issuing,
transferring, canceling, and recognizing Guarantees of Origin of energy from renewable sources,
issued by the Minister of Economy, Energy, and Tourism (published in the State Gazette, issue
84 of 2011; amended and supplemented, issues 54 of 2012, 24 of 2013, and 42 of 2015) is
repealed.

§ 4. This regulation is adopted pursuant to Article 35, paragraph 4 of the Renewable Energy
Sources Act.

§ 5. Applications submitted by the date of entry into force of this regulation for the issuance,
transfer, and cancellation of Guarantees of Origin for produced electrical energy, thermal energy,
and cooling energy will be processed according to the previous procedure.

§ 6. The provisions of Article 11, paragraph 4 concerning final suppliers shall apply from 1 July
2024.



